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SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: CONVERSATION WITH NAMIBIAN-BASED 
JOURNALIST 

REF: (A) PRETORIA 2564; (B) CAPE TOWN 891 

1 . AMBASSADOR MCHENRY AND STONEY COOKS MET MAY 1 1 WITH 
AYMON FRANK, WINDHOEK-BASED JOURNALIST DISCUSSED REFTELS. 

FRANK SEEMED KNOWLEDGEABLE OF NAMIBIAN POLITICAL SCENE 
(WITH COMMENTS GENERALLY FOLLOWING LINES REPORTED 
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REF A), BUT HE GAVE THE IMPRESSION OF HAVING ULTERIOR 
MOTIVES WHICH WE COULD NOT DISCERN AND WHICH MAKE HIS 
COMMENTS AND IMPRESSIONS SUSPECT IN OUR VIEW. IN THE 
COURSE OF CONVERSATION, FRANK ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE IS 
QUIETLY ACTIVE IN NAMIBIAN POLITICS, AND THE DRIFT OF 
HIS COMMENTS WAS DEFINITELY PRO-NNF. 
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2. OF INTEREST, BUT WITH ABOVE CAVEAT, WERE FRANK'S 
ASSESSMENTS OF THE FINANCIAL STATUS OF THE DEMOCRATIC 
TURNHALLE ALLIANCE AND THE NAMIBIAN NATIONAL 
FRONT. HE STATED THAT THE DTA BUDGET IS NOW 250,000 
RAND PER MONTH OF WHICH 180,000 RAND GOES FOR MONTHLY 
SALARIES. HE SAID THAT THE BULK OF THIS MONEY COMES 
FROM GERMANY AND THAT THE DTA IS AFRAID THAT THE MONEY 
COULD BE TURNED OFF AT ANY TIME. IN CONTRAST, FRANK 
STATED THAT THE NNF HAS A TOTAL OF 14,000 RAND AT ITS 
DISPOSAL. HE DESCRIBED THE DTA AS AN ORGANIZATION 
"UNABLE TO UNITE PEOPLE BEHIND THE PRINCIPLE OF 
ETHNICITY" ESPECIALLY FOLLOWING KAPPUUO'S DEATH AND 
CLAIMED THAT THE NNF WAS WELL-ORGANIZED, CONSISTENT 
IN ITS APPROACH, BUT LACKING IN MONEY. HIS COMMENTS 
ON SWAPO WERE CONSISTENTLY NEGATIVE ("NOT WELL ENOUGH 
ORGANIZED" AND "RELYING HEAVILY ON SLOGANS"). AS 
REPORTED REF A, HE BELIEVES THAT IF FREE AND FAIR 
ELECTIONS WERE TO BE HELD NOW NO SINGLE PARTY WOULD WIN 
A MAJORITY. SWAPO, HE FEELS, WOULD COME IN ON TOP WITH 
35-40 PERCENT WITH THE REMAINDER DIVIDED BETWEEN NNF 
AND DTA. MCHENRY 
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